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Danzig, on the principle Colonel Beck laid down in his speech
of May 5th, 1939. At an earlier stage Momrl might have
sufficed, if at the same time Germany had declared her disin-
terestedness in the Baltic States and die Noith-cast of Kuropc
in general. But since the occupation of Prague it must have
become plain to Poland that Hitler would never agree to a
genuine partition of interests between Germany and Poland,
that all his promises and offers would be no more than tactical
expedients, valid only until his next move, and that if he were
allowed the slightest chance the military power of Poland would
suffer the same fate as that of Czechoslovakia
The offer of a joint campaign, against Russia was made
conditionally upon strict Polish neutrality if Germany should
become involved with the Western Powers. It was a naive
request, for it must have been clear to Poland that if Germany
were successful in that struggle she would be at Germany's
mercy. Thus the important thing for Poland after the occu-
pation of Prague was that she was no longer isolated in face of
Germany, as she had been, for instance, in February 1939;
while Germany had no real opportunity of alliance with Soviet
Russia. After her understanding with England Poland had a
free hand which gave her a new chance of pursuing her policy
of creating an independent coalition of States
On the occasion of his journey to Bucharest in 1937, Colonel
Beck authorized his Foreign Ministry to write; "A practical out-
look on outstanding problems, which pays attention to the
requirements of the moment, is beginning to take the place of
the abstract and nebulous conceptions of the past." We are at
the outset of a period in which it will be thoroughly realized that
all things are in flux in foreign affairs, new situations are
developing, and instead of prematurely forming fixed policies
the one maxim must be to profit by every opportunity that
comes. No one can any longer afford the luxury of doctrinaire
fads and fancies. But the "due distinction between the higher